
 
 

Focused on academic excellence, Brescia University College creates an actively engaged student 

experience educating women to think critically and to participate actively in society.  A Catholic 

university college in the Ursuline tradition, we prepare our graduates to lead with wisdom, justice and 

compassion in a changing world. 

 

 

BRESCIA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 

BRESCIA COUNCIL 

 

January 13, 2017 

1:00pm 

Room 136, St. James Building 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Present: A. Barnfield, D. Battram, E. Bell, B. Biasone, M. Botten, H. Campbell, P. Chimbos, J. 

Coghlin, H. Cummins, T. D’Souza, N. De Moras, B. Diemert, M.F. Dorschell, P. 

Dworatzek, K. Farren, T. Francolini, C. George, H. Hallett, S. Hajpel, B. Hartman, D. 

Hudecki, L. Jakubowski, R. Johnson, N. Keen, S. Kleinknecht, M. J. Le Ber, C. Lord, J. 

Madill, T. Mahoney, J. Matthews, C. McCarron, J. Mitchell, C. O’Connor, P. O’Neil, L. 

Piche, K. Pittao, D. Rogers, J. Seabrook, C. Sharen, M. Simm, L. Sunseri, J. Sutton, J. 

Twynstra, D. Vezina, K. Vezina, C. Vitkauskas, A. Walby, G. Warecki, E. Whelan, C. 

Whippey 

 

Regrets: C. Aguilar, L. Ahmadi, N. Allossery–Walsh, P. Barker, C. Bell, W.W. Da, D. Grace, S. 

Hekmat, L. Janes, M. Lee, S. Mumm, R. Ogilvie, C. Temple, C. Tenk, E. R. West, E. 

Whelan, M. Yohannes 

 

Guests: L. Bonello, C. McDonald, T. Patry, C. Rogers, J. Smith, C. Weber, M. Wedlake 

 

Recorder: L. Davison 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Confirmation of Quorum (50% plus one of the Voting members = 31) 

Quorum confirmed. 

 

3. Acknowledgement of the Traditional First Nations’ Lands 

M. J. Le Ber invited D. Vezina to speak to the acknowledgement of the Traditional First Nations’ 

Lands.  M. J. Le Ber welcomed Councillors to acknowledge the Tradition at future meetings and 

circulated a sign–up sheet. 
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4. Opening Reflection 

C. George provided the Reflection. 

 

5. Approval of Agenda 

M. J. Le Ber asked Councillors if there were any items to be moved from “For Information” to 

“For Discussion.”  M. Simm, Vice–Principal, Students, requested an opportunity to provide a 

verbal report on admissions under “For Discussion,” and there was consensus to do so.   There 

were no additional requests. 

 

6. Consent Agenda: 

i. Approval of Draft Minutes, December 16, 2016 

Approved by consensus with no reported changes. 

 

7. Business Arising 

i. Capital Expenditures 

M. J. Le Ber reported that this item has been posted for information and is intended to provide 

Councillors with an opportunity to review and digest the information since it will come 

forward to the February meeting for discussion. 

 

8. For Approval: 

i. EPC Proposal:  MScFN 

 

Proposal #1: That Brescia Council accept and approve the proposed module changes in the 

MScFN as recommended following its Program Review and approval by the 

Educational Policy Committee. 

 

M. J. Le Ber asked voting members to show their support. Approved by consensus.  

 

9. For Discussion: 

i. Administrative Report:  Vice–Principal and Academic Dean 

D. Rogers presented an overview of the Vice–Principal and Academic Dean’s academic 

budget in support of teaching and the breakdown where funds are allocated. 

 

ii. M. Simm reported that the deadline for Admissions was Wednesday, January 11th and this is 

the date that the media uses to announce whether applications are up or down.  It appears that 

Brescia’s numbers are up; however, this is early data which includes males. Our numbers are 

actually slightly down.  In this past year OUAC went through a system change which has 

affected how the reporting comes through.   Kinesiology and Health Sciences are not taught at 

Brescia, but we can accept students at Brescia to be admitted to Western in those two 

programs; up to seven students in Kinesiology, and twenty–five in Health Sciences, providing 

they meet with Western’s cut off average.  Fifty percent of our growth this year is based on the 

enrolment in those two programs.  In previous years, students needed to state whether they 

were male or female and this year that block was removed and Brescia will have to remove the 

male applicants.  There is a decline in Foods and Nutrition, and Family Studies; however, 

MOS is holding steady.  This year we are not able to view Western’s applications, therefore 

not aware of whether any students have applied to our Foods and Nutrition program through 

Western. Western is capped at 25 students. 
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Brescia’s admissions are not closed; so additional students can still apply. In addition, M. 

Simm requested faculty to assist in the recruitment process by making personal connections 

with the students who have applied.  It has been reported by students that this makes a 

difference when they make their final decision.  The March Break Open House is scheduled 

on March 11th and faculty are encouraged to attend and make personal connections with 

students. 

 

10. For Information 

M. J. Le Ber reminded Councillors that there are quite a number of reports submitted and if anyone 

wants a report to come forward for discussion at the next meeting to inform L. Davison. 

 

11. New and Other Business 

There was no new or other business. 

 

12. Announcements 

i. D. Vezina announced that tickets for the Brescia Ball were still open to faculty and staff if 

they were interested in attending. 

ii. T. Francolini reported on the changes that Western is implementing with regard to teaching 

evaluations by students. The DOL2232B project focuses on this process.  T. Francolini 

requested faculty to participate in any interview requests made by students. 

iii. C. Lord announced that the Cultural Festival is scheduled on January 26th from 12:30 to 

3:30pm in the Auditorium and welcomed volunteers to assist. 

iv. T. Mahoney announced that the Angela Merici event will also take place on January 26th with 

a dinner at 6:00pm, and a 7:00pm puppet feature with the two puppets that we still have.  The 

presentation can be attended without the dinner, however, if intending to attend the dinner, 

must sign up online.  Registration is now available on the website and an announcement will 

go out shortly. 

v. M. Botten announced that this year there are three Brescia students attending this year’s 

Jack.org conference on Mental Health and there will be a fundraiser with an announcement 

going out in the near future. 

 

 

 

Adjourned at 2:10pm 


