
 
Introduction to Sociology 
Department of Sociology 

 
General Information 
Course: SOC 1020, Section 530 
Term: Summer Evening, 2021 
Dates: May 3rd – July 23rd   
 
Instructor Information  
Name: Dr. Roberts     E-mail:  srober7@uwo.ca 
 
Course Location:  
Due to the pandemic, no element of this course will take place in person. Video lectures, assisting 
lecture notes, and video commentary for all chapters are posted on owl to meet diverse scheduling 
needs.  
 
Class Meetings:  
I am available to meet with you via Zoom twice weekly (Mon/Wed 6PM) to discuss any elements 
related to the course including materials covered in the recorded lectures.  
 
Course Description:     
An examination of the major theoretical perspectives in the field of Sociology, methods of empirical 
investigation of social phenomena, socialization, group structure, principles of social organization, 
community structure, population and social change. 
 
Antirequisite(s): Sociology 1020W/X, Sociology 1021E, Sociology 1025A/B, Sociology 
1026F/G, Sociology 1027A/B. 
 
Required Course Materials: 
Macionis, John J., and Gerber, Linda M. (2018). Sociology. Ninth Canadian Edition. Toronto, 
Ontario: Pearson Prentice Hall. ISBN-13: 978-0134308043 
There is also an electronic version of the textbook available. Revel for Sociology. Ninth Canadian 
Edition. Pearson Canada. https://bookstore.uwo.ca/product/cebcodeid24363   
 
Learning Objectives: 
This full-credit course provides students with a fundamental grounding in sociological perspectives, 
theories, and methods to help us understand the social world. What is sociology, and why does it 
matter? How is sociology different from common sense? How do structural divisions, such as SES, 
race, ethnicity, or gender affect us as collective groups and as individuals, and how do sociological 
theories contribute to our understanding of social issues? These are the types of questions that 
students should be able to answer by the end of this course.  
 
At its conclusion, the student should have: 
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http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=BRESC_026222_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=BRESC_017029_3&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_025212_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_025213_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_025213_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
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• acquired a new sociological language that will permit her/him/them to take more advanced 
courses in sociology  

• gained a fundamental knowledge of the many areas explored through sociological research 
and theory 

• apply key sociological concepts to everyday circumstances 
• possess the tools to critically examine her/his/their own world through a sociological lens 
• to raise consciousness about our social world—the role we play and the opportunity it affords 

us to contribute  
 
Evaluation:  

Component Weight Date/ 
Deadline 

Brescia Competencies 
(reviewed below) 

Forum Posts  20% Weeks run Monday to 
Sunday.  
Forum posts are due at the 
end of the week by Sunday 
11:59pm. 

All 

Presentation (pre-recorded 
and posted on Owl) 

10% Wednesday, May 26, 
11:59PM EST 

All 

Response Posts to Peers’ 
Presentations 

4% Wednesday, June 16, 
11:59PM EST 

Critical Thinking, Problem 
Solving, Social Awareness  

Test 1 (open book) 31% Monday June 21 (6PM EST; 
format TBD) 

Critical Thinking, Problem 
Solving, Social Awareness  

Course Reflection 4% Wednesday, July 14, 
11:59PM EST  

Critical Thinking, Problem 
Solving, Social Awareness  

Test 2 (open book) 31% TBD by final exam schedule Critical Thinking, Problem 
Solving, Social Awareness  

 
Lectures:  
To ensure maximum flexibility for students, recorded lectures will be posted online with 
accompanying commentary. You should read the textbook first and then review the slides. I have 
included video recordings and lecture notes to help you out. The PPT slides will review some, but not 
all, of the material in the textbook, and sometimes the ppts will include material that is not in the 
textbook at all. You are responsible for all of the material in the textbooks and in the lectures—it is 
all “fair game” for the test.  
 
Weekly Meetings:  
I am available to meet with you twice weekly to discuss any elements related to the course including 
materials covered in the recorded lectures.  
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Course Schedule 

Week Date Topic Chapter in 
Text Notable: 

1 May 3 Course Introduction: Say 
“hello” on Zoom 

  

 May 5 Sociological Perspectives  1  
2 May 10 Societies 4  
 May 12 Culture 3  
3 May 17 Victoria Day  No Class 
 May 19 Socialization  5  

4 May 24 Social Interaction in 
Everyday Life 6  

 May 26 Presentation Due   Presentation Due Wednesday, May 
26, 11:59PM EST 

5  May 31 Groups and Organizations  7  
 June 2 Deviance 9  
6 June 7 Social Stratification  10  
 June 9 Social Class 11  
7 June 14 Gender   13  

 June 16 Comments on Peers’ 
Presentation Due/Study  Comments on Presentations Due 

Wednesday, June 16, 11:59PM EST 

8 June 21 Test 1   Test 1 Monday June 21 (6PM EST; 
format TBD) 

 June 23 Race 14  
9 June 28 Aging 15  
 June 30 Work 16  
10 July 5 Politics 17  
 July 7 Education  20  
11 July 12 Health  21  

 July 14 Demography 
REFLECTION DUE 22 Reflection Due  

Wednesday, July 14, 11:59PM EST 
12 July 19 Social Movements 23  
 July 21 Social Change 24  

Test 2 – DURING EXAM PERIOD (July 26-27) 
 
 

 
Weekly Forum Posts 20%:  
Each week, discussion questions related to the assigned chapters will be posted in the forum. You are 
expected to engage in the discussion posts by 11:59 Sunday (the week begins on Monday, so this is at 
the end of the week). This hopefully will allow you to process the information better and to apply the 
text information to the world around you. These discussions will be graded at the end of the term and 
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are a way to approximate an attendance/engagement grade. My hope is that you will interact with 
each other on the forum. 
 
Presentation 10%:  
Regular engagement with your peers regarding the material is expected. Student presentations and 
discussion satisfy the “tutorial” component of the class. It is expected that you will engage in 
discussions on topics and especially on the student presentations. Each student will pick a topic of 
sociological interest to present to the class. The presentation should take 10-15 minutes for us to 
view. If you are using PPT or google docs, I ask that you insert voice recordings into the presentation 
to allow students a chance to literally hear your voice. The presentation should include one or two 
discussion questions where students can engage with each other. Students are encouraged to be 
creative. Your topic should be different from material that is in the textbook (I’m already covering 
that). The main goal of the presentation is to facilitate a class discussion. See your world 
sociologically. You can work in a group or you can work individually. Again, you should NOT 
present material that is from the lectures or in the textbook. This part of the course represents your 
external (to the class material) research. Grades are usually “group” grades if you work with a partner 
although I reserve the right to require members of groups to evaluate each other and to separate 
grades. Late penalties may be assessed if necessary. Presentations must be uploaded into the 
assignments section AND to the forum. 

 
Response Posts to Peers’ Presentations 4%  
You will be expected to feedback on your peers’ presentations (at least three of them). Give feedback 
that will be useful to your peers’ learning. Please try to strategically pick the presentations on which 
you give feedback so that everyone receives some peer review (e.g., try not to have one presentation 
with 20 comments and others with no comments). 

 
Course Reflection Paper 3%  
Your reflection paper should detail your educational journey through the course material. This paper 
should not be a review of course content. For example, the papers should NOT include definitions of 
terminology or written descriptions of theories. So do NOT write things like "I liked studying gender, 
which is defined as the "personal traits and social positions that members of a society attach to being 
male or female" (Macionis & Gerber, 2017, p. X). You are expected to reflect on the material and 
find connections to your own lived experiences. How did you see your world sociologically as a 
result of taking this course? What stuck out to you? What challenged the way that you thought? The 
paper is about YOU and your learning. It does not require any references. The paper should be 500 
words. 
 
Exam Information (open book) 31% x 2 tests  
The test will be a mix of both text and recorded lectures but not student presentations. Materials from 
the weekly discussions will support learning but not be directly testable. The format of the final exam 
will be discussed during the weeks prior to the examination date. The final exam date is normally set 
by the Registrar’s Office. Exam dates, once they have been set by the Registrar’s Office, are firm and 
will not be changed. More information about the exams will be provided during the term. Software 
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designed to detect cheating may be run on the final exam, where computer-marked multiple- choice 
tests and/or written exams will be subject to submission for similarity review by software that will 
check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate cheating. There is zero-tolerance 
for cheating, and any member(s) of the class caught cheating may receive an F and may fail the 
course. Cheating is a serious academic offense that will be dealt with severely. You are expected to 
work on your final exam by yourself and not consult materials outside of the course. However, it is 
an open book test, and you may consult your lectures and textbook. Late penalties may be assessed if 
necessary. Turnitin similarity review software is used for elements of this course.  
 
IMPORTANT: Copyright and Intellectual Property  
PowerPoint lecture slides and notes, lists of readings, in-class activities, assignment guidelines, and 
other components of the course materials are typically the intellectual property of the instructor. 
Unauthorized reproduction or use of audio-recording, video-recording, photographing, sharing on 
social media, or posting on/downloading from course-sharing websites outside of OWL is an 
infringement of copyright and is prohibited. Such action may be considered a Code of Conduct 
violation and lead to sanctions. Forged notes and certificates will be dealt with severely. To submit a 
forged document is a scholastic offence and you will be subject to academic sanctions. 
 
Academic Accommodation: For course components worth 10% or more of the total course grade, 
please see the Academic Policies and Regulations section at the end of this course outline or consult 
the Academic Calendar. 
Make-Up Exams for this Course:  Make-up exams, if granted with proper documentation and 
support from an academic counselor, will be set by me (date). The format of the make-up exam may 
be the same or different as the one written by the class. 
 
Policy on Make-Up Exams: Make-up exams are offered only in the most compelling of 
circumstances, such as serious illness or a death in the family. You should understand that academic 
accommodation will not be granted automatically on request. Requests will only be considered on 
medical or compassionate grounds. For term tests, you must demonstrate to me that there are 
compelling medical or compassionate grounds that must be documented before academic 
accommodation will be considered (see documentation rules). Be advised that if you miss an exam 
you run a serious risk of getting a zero on that component of your grade.  
 
In all cases, action must be taken at the earliest possible opportunity, preferably prior to the scheduled 
examination or test. If you are unable to contact me, have someone do it for you. Make sure you 
leave your full name, student number and a number I can reach you at in the message (and please 
speak clearly and slowly). If you decide that you are able to write the test or examination at its 
regularly scheduled time, you should be prepared to accept the mark you earn. Rewriting tests or 
examinations or having the value of the test or examination reweighted on a retroactive basis is not 
permitted.      
  
Grades and Grading 
Grades will be posted on OWL as soon as they become available. Often, final grades are posted by 
the Registrar’s office first. 
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